Hellifield Parish Council (HPC) Meeting Minutes

Wednesday 11th March 2026 - Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room

Attendees: Chairman Julian Sleath, Vice Chairman Wayne Harding, Councillors Sophie Lemal, Karen Dunwoodie, Wendy Robinson, Clerk Julie Sleath, North Yorks Councillor Simon Myers and 4 members of the public were also in attendance. 

1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 14 January 2026 were approved and signed.

2. Apologies received from Councillor Neil Bates and PCSOs Jayne Grace and Julia Runciman. 
3. To record members’ interests: Cllr Robinson declared an interest in item 6 (10) but otherwise no changes to members interests reported.
4. Public Participation - nothing raised
5. Village Matters
5.1 No reports of antisocial behaviour received
5.2 Chairman Sleath delivered the report from NY Police: We have had 16 incidents reported to the Police in Hellifield between 13.01.26 & 07.03.26: Reports include – Police admin, Concern for safety/welfare – joint partnership working, Domestic dispute, Road related offence – manner of driving/documents/suspect drug driving, area searched no gain & OBs passed to other police forces. 5 x RTC (Accidents) on A65/A682. Abandon vehicle linked to Quad theft in Horton In Ribblesdale. Anti- Social Behavior-eggs thrown at property.

5.3 A full list of Clerks Actions taken since the last meeting was cascaded pre meeting. Items included: Posting of documents and various notices on HPC Website, the village Noticeboards and Facebook. 

Planning for Milestone Marker (listed Building) refurb submitted. EV charging email to Cllr Myers. Intensive search for new Internal Auditor commenced and finalised. Councillor Vacancy advertised. New PL Insurance docs obtained from Zurich. Call for sites documents reviewed and map prepped for potential moving forward. New VAS order placed in liaison with Mr Emsley. Asset review commenced and cascaded. Playground and grass cutting review. Allotment review / documents updated with new fees. Resident fall on dropped pavement outside Ahernes reported. NYC earlier advised that this is under review and will be fixed as soon as possible this year. January / February salaries / Invoices / Payment Schedules / VAT and spreadsheet all completed and cross checked. Banking finalised. Planning Applications etc cascaded and added to MARCH Agenda. Itenms from Police /Fire / MP Julian Smith posted onto FB/Website as and when received.
5.4 Keep Britain Tidy – Village clean ups all set up. 3 events planned and equipment being loaned by NYC Waste team who will also pick up rubbish collected from main car park. Focus to be on worst areas following walk through. Risk Assessment complete and Insurance arranged. Cllr Dunwoodie prepped for pre collection briefings. 

5.5 North Yorks Local Plan (call for sites) – no action can be taken as yet with regard to this as no consultation offered by NYC and Cllr Myers indicated this could be some time away as yet. A map of areas for potential development has been identified. Mr Emsley raised that he had written to NYC re impact on infrastructure and their plans (none identified). Cllr Myers stated that no suggestion of infrastructure reports would be expected yet, and that there was no money for any bypass for the village.

Cllr Dunwoodie raised the matter of the trees cut down by CCM on Gisburn Rd (the site which has since been removed as a potential site for the proposed NYC Local Plan. This was following a refusal of planning due to the trees being an amenity to the locality.  A Tree Preservation Order (TPO) was granted a few days after the planning refusal but CCM cut the trees down in the interim between thte planning refusal and the making of the TPO. Cllr Dunwoodie had concern that this was the main item for the planning refusal and NYC had not taken any of the relevant points of HPC objection (traffic safety/impact) into account which may affect a further refusal should an appeal be raised by CCM. Cllr Myers stated that the applicant had ticked all the boxes as far as potential traffic based objections were concerned.
As a final point on the Local Plan, it was identified that working groups could be set up to focus on separate areas of the identified sites so that the village is starting to prepare for action when NYC begin any consultation. Members of the Community need to be included and Cllr Myers said that Hellifield needs to be realistic and accept that some areas will have to be identified for planning. This could however be some way off as yet. This has been added as an item to go on the Agenda for May’s meeting.

6. Council Matters 
1) Allotments - One vacant allotment to be offered to 1st person on waiting list. Estimates  for new gate received and the estimate from Dean Stacey was proposed for approval by Cllr Harding, seconded by Cllr Sleath and all voted in favour.
2) Playgrounds – Cllr Robinson reported following the asset review – Thorndale: awaiting new equipment once S106 monies available. Station Rd Junior goal posts / holes for reseeding and filling (Cowgills completed pre meeting); Picnic table (nearest the station) has two broken flags (Handyman); Fence behind picnic tables has a gap leading on to Network Rail land (under review); Metal fencing near bottom entrance to the playground is damaged (under review); New litter bin required at entrance (Cllr Myers may be able to obtain one of these).

3) Grass Cutting - Cowgills appointed following approval. Handyman issues cutting around Hammerton entrance due to overgrown tree branches and Christmas Tree needs topping to stop it getting unmanageable. Treetops to be approached for Estimate – Proposed by Cll Harding, Seconded by Cllr Robinson and all voted in favour.
4) Section 106 Monies  - Cllr Myers confirmed that he is still dealing with this and that the monies will come, but not sure when
5) Milestone marker renovation issues continue. Very time consuming. Having to jump many hoops to get permission to refurb this when it actually belongs to NYC, who have to give planning consent.. 

6) NYC Parish Liaison: Age-friendly Town and Parish Guide – Update from Cllr Robinson who attended this presentation on getting communities toward helping and representing ageing population. Councils need to consider accessibility, transport, social inclusion, making information accessible. She reported Hellifield are currently doing well and are being held as an example of how to proceed on this. A copy of the presentation will be supplied to Councillors.
7) Full Asset Review completed and cascaded to Councillors pre meeting. The document has been added to HPC Website. Approval proposed by Cllr Sleath, Seconded by Cllr Robinson and all in favour.
8) Annual Parish Meeting (proposed Wed 20 May) Proposal approved by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Robinson and all in favour.
9) Reviewed Hellifield Parish Council Policies and Procedures : The following, having had minor updates, were cascaded pre meeting: 

i. Code of Conduct: Approval proposed by Cllr Sleath/Seconded by Cllr Harding /all in favour 

ii. Data Protection and Privacy Policy: Approval proposed by Cllr Sleath/Seconded by Cllr Harding /all in favour
iii. Publication Scheme: Approval proposed by Cllr Sleath/Seconded by Cllr Harding /all in favour
iv. Complaints Process: Approval proposed by Cllr Sleath/Seconded by Cllr Harding /all in favour
v. Financial Regulations: Approval proposed d by Cllr Sleath/Seconded by Cllr Harding /all in favour
10)  Approve Michael Robinson as a nominative trustee of the Institute for a further term of four years (Cllr Robinson excluded from vote) Proposed by Cllr Sleath/Seconded by Cllr Harding /all in favour
7.  Report from County Councillor Simon Myers 
The last month has been taken up largely with Budget setting and adopting the Budget for 2026/7.

As I foretold, this has resulted in an increase of 4.9% (including 2% for Social Care), and even so this will mean that we have to spend £17 million from reserves. This has been occasioned by a cut in real terms to our core spending power of £42 million over the last 18 months as resources are diverted from large rural areas to urban areas with more easily perceived deprivation. 

And so, despite being the Council that delivers the best value for money in the North of England according to recent independent benchmarking, we are up against it. Although we do believe that the savings we have made and the proposed savings we have identified will feed through. At the end of the day, we remain in a much better position than most Local Authorities.

I was very disappointed by the behaviour of CCM, who having been refused Planning Permission for a new access in Gisburn Road and realising that a TPO was about to be granted, felled part of the avenue of trees planted many years ago by Robert and Ted Phillips for the benefit of the village. 

I continue to chase NY ‘Property’ for a date for the repairs to the carriageway on Station Road. They are proving very elusive, as ever. I will keep on until I have a result.

No update on the S106 monies. They will come, but I don’t yet know when, which I realise is very frustrating for the Parish Council and for residents.

I gather the new Mobile Library stop has been well received and I would encourage everyone to make good use of it, particularly in this the National Year of Reading. 
8. Correspondence

8.1 Letter from Mr Emsley re spare funds for road safety in village (cascaded pre meeting). HPC to consider where a spend of £1000 can be effective and will discuss again. A project or several minor projects could benefit. 
8.2 Correspondence from WI regarding placement of a tree in the picnic area on Back Lane, agreed.

8.3 Suggestion that a letter be sent to the WI expressing regret on the closing of Hellifield WI in their next week’s meeting, agreed. Cllr Dunwoodie to prepare.
9. 
Street Lighting To receive reports of any light failures or repairs required.
· Lancs and Yorks Terrace (repair invoice still outstanding).

· Light to remove at end of East View, requested

· Light out at end of Gisburn Road, requested / rejected. Copy email to Cllr Myers
· Light on A65 by underpass on all day (HPC responsibility) – Mr Hugill and Mr Statt resolved
· Light number 5 on Hammerton is OUT. To be reported to NYC.
10. 
Highways: No further issues reported.
11. 
Planning items: 

a) Application No: ZA25/27514/FUL Applicant: CCM Auctions Proposal: Planning Refused for new highway access to agricultural land;  Location: Green Farm, Gisburn Road, Hellifield, BD23 4LA

b) Public Footpath 05.25/18 Haugh Field Farm, Hellifield PUBLIC FOOTPATH DIVERSION ORDER 2025. On 27 January 2026 The North Yorkshire Council confirmed the above Order without modifications.

c) The North Yorkshire Council TPO No. 08/2026 (CRA) The Green Farm, Gisburn Road, Hellifield BD 23 4LA. On 16 February 2026 the Council made the above tree preservation order. The order took effect, on a provisional basis, on 16 February 2026. It will continue in force on this basis for a further six months or until the order is confirmed by the Council, whichever occurs the first. (Following a site visit by the Council's Arboricultural and Planning Case Officers it has been decided that felling of the 5 Whitebeam and 1 Lime should be refused due to their good level of health and high contribution to the visual amenity of this part of Hellifield, the loss would be detrimental to the public enjoyment of this area.)       

12.  Finance: To discuss and approve financial matters incl receipts, payments, transfers and donations
a. Signed payments and receipts schedules for January and February 2026.

b. Consider and approve the following annual donations:  

i. St Aidan’s: £360 Approval proposed by Cllr Dunwoodie, seconded by Cllr Sleath and all voted in favour 

ii. Beer Festival: £200 Approval proposed by Cllr Dunwoodie, seconded by Cllr Sleath and all voted in favour 

iii. Wesleyan Chapel: £250 Approval proposed by Cllr Dunwoodie, seconded by Cllr Sleath and all voted in favour 

c. Annual Appraisals: 

i. Approval of Handyman Pay Review: Proposed by Cllr Harding, seconded by Cllr Sleath and all voted in favour
ii. Approval of Clerk Pay Review (Clerk and Chairman stepped out of the meeting): Proposed by Cllr Harding, seconded by Cllr Robinson and all voted in favour
d. Discussed the instruction of Elkerlodge Services Ltd as new Internal Auditor for Hellifield Parish Council (From list recommended on Internal Audit Forum). Approval proposed by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Dunwoodie and all voted in favour.
13.  To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. 

None

The meeting ended at:  21:00 hours

Date of next meeting – Wednesday 20 May 2026 at 7:30pm

All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.

Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council March 2026
